
Benedicamus and Blessing
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 

everlasting life.
C Amen

Play Track 3         
Hymn: O God, My Faithful God LSB 696 sts. 1–2, 6
1 O God, my faithful God,

    True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,
    All perfect gifts bestowing:
Give me a healthy frame,
    And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,
    A soul unstained by sin.

2 Grant me the strength to do
    With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,
    My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should
    While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good,
    For You must give success.

6 And on that final day
    When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
    My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
    Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice
    With those who love Your name.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Hymn: How Firm a Foundation LSB 728
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!

L Leader C Family/Congregation A All

Opening Versicles
L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
C have mercy and hear us.

Lord’s Prayer
A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
A I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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God’s peace be with you as you gather around His holy word.
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4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Text: Public domain

Romans 6:12–23 Romans 6:12–23
 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 
their passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life, and your members to God as 
instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over 
you, since you are not under law but under grace.
 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads 
to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 
teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in 
human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you 
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 
things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have 
become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its 
end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 Matthew 10:5a, 21–33
 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . .
 “Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, 
and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and 
you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures 
to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee 
to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all 
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 

servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, 
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

Play Track 2         
Pastor's Message: Healthy, Holy Fruit
Précis: Sinners eat the same fruit that their forefathers ate. But 
redeemed children of God are the beneficiaries of new good fruit.

Prayers
L Show us Your steadfast Love, O Lord
C and grant us Your salvation
L Let us pray.
O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us 

aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in 
Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
A I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 
danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me.

Luther’s Evening Prayer
A I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen
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