
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 
Play CD Track 3 
Hymn: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 

 
2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 
3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 
4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 

 
5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
    While eternal ages run! 

Text: Public domain 
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The 3rd Sunday in Advent, December 13, 2020 
 
Feel free to adjust this service to meet your family’s needs. 

Martin Luther’s morning and evening prayers have been included to suit your choice of 
worship times.  

You may share this service with your extended family, friends and those in need.  

CD copies and printed bulletins are available for those who don’t have Internet access. 
Call the church at (519) 348-9082 to arrange for weekly delivery. 

L Leader  (scripture lessons can be read by another member of the family) 
C Family  (hymns can be sung or read quietly as tunes are played) 
A All 
 

Opening Versicles 
L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Play CD Track 1 
344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 
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And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 
The Epistle Lesson 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 
quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold 
fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. 
 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will 
surely do it. 
 
The Gospel Lesson John 1:6–8, 19–28 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. . . . 
 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.” (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  

 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing. 
 
Play CD Track 2 
Pastor's Message: Rejoicing In Christ 
Key Verse: I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my 
God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness. Isaiah 61:10a 
 
The Prayers  
L Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 
C and grant us Your salvation. 
L Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten 

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
A I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; 
and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. 

 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
A I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen 

 
Benedicamus and Blessing  
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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